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Determining the Meterage of Remaining Yarn              

Youôve just found a pattern you like, have gone through your stash and found the perfect left over yarn - but do you 

have enough? How do you know how much you have? In this tip weôll discuss how to work out the meterage in 

left over balls. 

Hopefully youôve kept the yarn label to tell you the original weight and meterage of the full ball.  If you havenôt,  

you can almost always find out this information on the following websites: Ravelry or YarnSub. 

Now weigh the remaining yarn.  Do you remember doing algebra at school?  This is what we use here - apply the 

following formula to work out the remaining meterage. 

 

Weight of the leftover yarn         X      Original meterage in the ball                                 

                            Original weight of the ball.          

 

For  example. I have some 4 ply natura left over and it weighs 15g. A full ball of natura weighs 50gm and has 

155m on it. Meterage left is 46.5m.  

                15 x 155 

                    50 

 

Some balls have a solid centre or cone around which the yarn is wound.  For  example clever country is wound 

around a cardboard centre. When weighing your left over yarn, you will need to estimate the weight of this centre 

as this hasnôt been included in the original weight of the yarn. If you have some full balls, weigh these to see how 

much over the yarn weight the ball actually is to get an estimate of the weight of the centre and then deduct this 

when you weigh your partial ball. 

What do you do if you donôt know what the yarn is and canôt find the original weight and meterage? A little more 

work is required. The best way I have found is to make a sample swatch with basic stitches - say 10cm x 10cm. 

Weigh the swatch and then pull the swatch undone and measure the meterage used. Divide the meterage by the 

grams to calculate meters per gram - then weigh the whole amount of the remaining yarn and multiply this by the 

meter per gram. 

For example I found some alpaca wool I had purchased many years ago and didnôt know what it was. I crocheted 

up a 10x10cm square which weighed 10g. I then pulled the square undone and worked out I had used 30m of yarn.  

This gave me a meterage of 3m per gram. ( 30/10).  I then weighed the whole of the alpaca I had left - 35g. This 

meant I had 105m of this yarn.  This method is also good when yarn is given to you, picked up from opshops, or 

when reclaimed from frogging a project or recycling. 


